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Editor’s Note

Dear Young Readers,

Welcome to the April edition of KidlioMag,
bursting with the vibrant colors of spring and
the joy of Easter!

This time of the year is truly magical, as the
world wakes up from its winter slumber. The
trees are blossoming, the days are brighter, and
nature is alive with fresh energy. Spring reminds
us of the beauty of new beginnings and the im-
portance of cherishing the world around us.

April also brings the festive spirit of Easter, a
time for family, fun, and hope. Whether you're
painting eggs in dazzling colors, participating
in thrilling egg hunts, or savoring delicious
chocolate treats, Easter is all about spreading
joy and kindness.

Remember, every new season is a chance to
grow and shine brighter. Let's step into April
with enthusiasm and gratitude, making the
most of these wonderful moments.

Happy Reading and Happy Spring!

Dhruvin Dharmendra

AUGGIE BEAR PUBLISHING
FIFTH ANNUAL {8

CLARA J.JOHNS LITERARY AWA_dDNPAI2LE

. Celebrating 5 Years of Excellence in Children’s Literature
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SUBMIT NOW:

e BOARD BOOKS

e PICTURE BOOKS
e EARLY READER

e MOST CREATIVE BOOK

e BLOSSOMING CHAPTER BOOK
* RELIGIOUS/ SPIRITUAL
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for more information visit:
AuggieBear.com

Gold, Silver, and Bronze winners will be selected across multiple children’s book categories.

Submit your book today and let your story shine.



Q: First tell us something about yourself.

My name is Jorge Acevedo. | have a wonderful wife, two amazing
daughters, three grandkids (12, 8, and 3 years old), three dogs, and a
big guinea pig that we call’‘Mr. Pig! I love to laugh and spend time with
my family. | love traveling with the bunch, cooking, and watching tv
and sports with my wife.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?
| developed a love for writing in college. My very first story, ‘Rudolph
the Black Nosed Reindeer, was about a fight that broke out at the

North Pole because the other reindeer were making fun of Rudolph'’s
red nose. Needless to say, that story went unpublished.

www.panshubooks.com

available at

amazon
~—
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Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or not?

About a year and a half ago | wrote my first reimagined bible story, Jonah and the Stinky
Whale’when my wife Doreen couldn’t find bright colored bible stories with rhyme and repe-
tition that she could read to our grandchild. Since then, and with the help of a few incredibly
talented friends, we have published eight short PanShu books reimagined bible story
books. Each reimagined story is hand drawn with vivid colors and silly looking characters.
Also, each page has big, bright letters and short statements.

Q: Tell us something more about your books.

People ask me where the idea of ‘Panshu’ came from. | used to call my oldest daughter
Amanda, ‘Panders, and my youngest daughter Sara, ‘Sheshu’ (not sure why). | combined
Panders with Sheshu and came up with PanShu. My girls loved the idea and it stuck.

Q: How did these stories and characters come to your mind?

The bible is full of great stories and characters that people can relate to. For that reason, we
will never run out of ideas for new books. God’s message remains intact in our reimagined
stories, but we write them in a fun way that children can enjoy. For example, our latest book,
‘A Little Shepherd and Jesus, is about a boy telling his mom that he was out in the field
watching his few sheep at night when the angel showed up and announced the birth of
baby Jesus. The boy tells of how him and the other shepherds looked for the Child until they
found Him.

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers?

| want Kidliomag readers to know that our heart’s desire is for parents and children to have
a great fun time reading and getting reacquainted with some of the amazing stories found
in the bible. We will continue adding new reimagined bible stories as time goes on.

One more thing, our two Christmas stories, ‘A Little Shepherd and Jesus’and ‘The Night Baby
Jesus Was Born’ make for great Christmas gifts for parents and grandparents. The full list of
Panshu books reimagined bible stories can be found in our website at www.panshu-
books.com.
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+ Darcele (ole-Robinson
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Kaygan's Adventure

available at
Scan The Qr Code For The

Q: First tell us something about yourself.

Darcele Cole-Robinson PhD is a multi-talented individual educator and author, entrepreneur,
clinical social worker, and therapist. She is best known for her children’s books particularly
“Kaygan’s Adventure: My Feelings Matter, which earned 3x winning award the Christlit Book
Award, for outstanding Christian Literature, International Impact Book award 2025, Literacy
Moments: For promoting literacy and reading engagement, Publishing Awards: Auggie Bear
Publishing: For excellence in children.

My book’s success is a testament to its positive impact on young scholars. My work focuses on
promoting emotional intelligence and helping kids cope with life’s challenges.

“As a woman of influence, I'm humbled by the journey that has brought me to where | am
today. My faith has been the foundation of my resilience and determination. Through my work,
I've been privileged to make a positive impact on the lives of others, empowering them to
reach their full potential. I'm grateful for the opportunities I've had to lead and serve, and I'm
committed to continuing to inspire and uplift others as | move forward.

| am that African American Black woman, who cultivates personal connections with my follow-
ers, whether through vulnerability, humor, storytelling or creating content that resonates with
share concerns. | represent different ages, backgrounds, interests and social causes, and
making a lasting impact in areas like mental health advocacy and hands on creativity, empow-
erment, and authenticity. | am not just a content creator but powerful storyteller, advocate,
and change-maker who uses platforms to challenge societal norms, break barriers and inspire
collective action.

Dr. Robinson, as a multifaceted professional, | have dedicated myself to empowering others
through my work as an author, entrepreneur and psychotherapist. My writing, through
challenges, has been a labor of love, driven by my passion for helping others succeed. Dr
Robinson commitment to this phenomenal craft and my clients is truly commendable and it’s
clear that my work has the potentials to make a lasting impact.

Video Of The Meditation.

amazon
~—

As a psychotherapist, | provide a safe space for clients to heal and grow. Through my children’s
books, | offer essential social emotional support to young readers who need it most. As an
entrepreneur, taking my message to the next level, visiting youth programs, after-school
programs, and summer camps to educate on critical topics with social-emotional learning,
bullying prevention, and opioid awareness. My work is a testament to my dedication to
empowering the next generation.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

Darcele’s passion for reading and writing is evident in my books and my work with scholars. |
believes in the power of literacy to help children develop emotional intelligence and cope
with stress, anxiety, and depression. My books focus on promoting emotional intelligence
and helping scholars cope with life’'s challenges.

Q: Tell us something more about your book series.

| have total of 6 books. yes 6. Kaygan's Adventure: Save Silly Millie. This book addresses grief
and loss, helping scholars cope with death of a loved one, including pets. It's heart-warming
story that encourages open conversations about emotions.

Kaygan’s Adventure: My Feelings Matter — this 3x winning award book explores diverse
emotions and encourages scholars to acknowledge their feelings. It is recommended for
children aged 4-12 and is used in schools and youth organizations to promote social emotion-
al learning.

@) A'Kids Literary Nogasine
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Q: How did you create the magical system in your books and characters?

The spark for my children’s book writing began as | solved problems for my 3-year-old grand-
daughter Kaygan. Save Silly Millie, Surprise at 5, Nana Darcele’s House, Dear Santa, “They’re
the Naughty Ones and now presenting...”| Choose Calm”.

My books are designed to be interactive, often including activities and questions to keep
scholars processing their emotions. Darcele’s work has been recognized for its impact on
promoting emotional intelligence and resilience in children. Going far beyond the imagina-
tion of my granddaughter and the needs of others. | believe | have earned my award in
Community Empowerment. It is the “WHY” that is an intricate part of my “WHY".

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers?

Reading, writing, & journaling help scholars express their emotions. Getting them to engage
keeps them attached to reading. Involving them in the process teaches them what it takes to
create what is read. Meeting authors and reading the works of others their age helps their
imagination.

After this book, my plans are to continue what | love to do. My new book will be “Stop Picking
on me will be release 2026/2027. It will promote a bullying prevention program to foster
empathy and kindness. Helping with critical issues affecting youth.

www.nanadarcelestories.com or darceler@gmail.com
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by Karen Patricia Nespoli
Nustrated by
Daniela Massironi

Gertie is determined to win the Groundhog Day Celebration Competition.
Jeff may think that she is too short to win the competition, but Gertie is in it
to win it! That's when the fun gets started with more twists and turns than a
pretzel. Gertie Saves the Day is more than a book about Groundhog Day.
It is a story that explores the excitement of a special event, competition,

disappointment and friendship. It is a book that children will want to read
over and over again and will make a wonderful addition to any classroom
or home library.

Gertie Saves the Day is an Amazon Best Seller and the winner of the
Outstanding Creator Award and Purple Dragonfly Book Award.

Q: First tell us something about yourself.

Hi, I'm Karen!

As a children’s author, | create books and activity resources that help reluctant readers feel
confident, capable, and curious—without pressure or perfection. My characters make
mistakes, feel big feelings, and learn at their own pace, just like real kids do.

| live on Long Island, New York. | am a short drive away from my favorite place, the beach. |
love listening to the waves, walking in the sand, the fresh salt air and collecting small shells.
| live with my husband Michael and we have two beautiful married daughters and three
wonderful granddaughters.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

My interest in writing children’s books started in college when | took a Children’s Literature
course. After college, | enrolled in a children’s writing course where | worked with a mentor on
several stories for children. | have been writing for children ever since.

Q: Tell us something more about your book series.

Gertie Saves the Day is my first published book. | have always loved Groundhog Day. | was the
first one up at my house to see if the groundhog did in fact see their shadow.

\ Written by - s 5
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Mllustrated by
ICarissa Harris" =
and in_Bree Kennedy
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Two Wins for Wiley is a story about a young baseball player who is the
star hitter on his team. Frequent stomach aches threaten to bench him
just as the playoffs begin. His coach suggests he tries acupuncture, but
there’s only one problem - he’s afraid of needles. With courage and
support, Wiley discovers that winning isn’t just about baseball, but about
facing your fear.

Two Wins for Wiley is an Amazon Best Seller, winner of the International
Impact Children’s Book Award and the Story Monster Approved Picture
Book Award.

www.karennespoli.com

| was secretly hoping for a snow day! It was this interest that guided me to write this
story. Most groundhog books are written male groundhogs.

| decided my main character was going to be a female groundhog. Gertie is smart,
funny, kind and determined. Gertie Saves the Day is available as an audio book and an
activity book to encourage a child’s creativity

Q: How does your background in education influence your storytelling?

Teaching children has helped me as a writer. | know what types of stories children
enjoy and which books they read over and over again. One observation is that
children are drawn to stories with authentic characters. They want to see themselves
in the story. | spend most of my time planning my characters before | start my writing
process.

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers?

Thank you for stepping into my stories with me. Every page you turn, every giggle,
gasp, or quiet “again!” is the reason | write. | hope my books feel like a cozy place to
land, a spark for your imagination, and a reminder that kindness, curiosity, and
courage live inside you every day. Keep wondering, keep creating, and never stop
believing that small heroes (especially ones like you) can make big things happen.
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's website: www.mdjstudio.com

n to a wonderful boy who fills my life with joy, curiosity, and endless energy. We
) trgalfebec where | balance family life alongside my professional work. Like
nts, motherhood has deeply shaped the way | see the world.

S are fuII of movement, learning, laughter, and play. Children are full of questions and
t|on and every day brings a new little adventure. And when night falls, everything
1s: whispers replace noise, hugs bring comfort, and a quiet kind of magic settles in.
e small, tender moments, a hug before sleep, a whispered story, and a quiet laugh are
ten the ones that stay with us the longest. | realized how quickly this season of life passes,
" and I wanted to find a way to hold on to those moments, to capture their warmth before they
become memories.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

| began creating books as a way to preserve the precious moments | share with my son. The

- Magic of Mom’s Hugs was inspired by the tenderness of bedtime rituals, where love and

? reassurance speak without words. Passion Soccer Activity Book reflects the energy and joy of
our days, celebrating play, teamwork, and growth.

&

Author Interview

The'Magi

available at

are available in English and French amazon
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Q: Tell us something more about your book.

| will speak here in particular about my book The Magic of Mom’s Hugs. It is a gentle bedtime
story about love, reassurance, and the invisible magic that exists between a parent and a
child.

In the story, Lucas believes that his mother’s hugs are magical. But one day, his mom feels
overwhelmed by worries and begins to wonder if the magic has disappeared. Determined to
find it again, she goes on a whimsical journey to ask animal friends for help.

In the end, Lucas reminds her of a beautiful truth: the magic was never lost. It had only been
hidden under her worries. The magic of her hugs comes from love, and that love never disap-
pears.

The story is meant to comfort children and parents alike, reminding us that even during
difficult moments, the love we share remains a powerful source of strength.

Q: How did you create the magical system in your book and characters?

The magical world in The Magic of Mom’s Hugs grew directly out of moments | shared with
my son. At one point, he was absolutely fascinated with animals. Our home was full of animal
figurines, and we read many books about them together. Around that time, | used to tell him,
while hugging and tickling him, that my hugs were magical.

O Nt Mgy Megeiin
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Some Magic-You £an't See —
3ut You Can Always Feel.

One evening during our bedtime routine, he playfully asked what would happen if someone
stole the magic from my hugs. Without thinking, | replied, “Then | would ask the animals to
help me find it again.”

That simple idea turned into a story we started imagining together, talking about which
animals might help and what they might say. | still remember those early conversations and
the laughter that came with them.

Two years later, | realized how special those moments had been, and how parents can some-
times lose their magic under the weight of work and responsibilities. | decided to write the
story down so that those memories, and that little piece of magic, could live on in a book.

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers? -

Ch

Through my books, | hope to help families slow down, connect, and tre%re both the magic
of quiet moments and the excitement of active ones, turning everyday life into lasting mem-
ories. Writing The Magic of Mom’s Hugs also reminded me of something \gpersonal.When
life becomes busy and overwhelming, | remember that the real magi in those small
moments of connection.

That idea has become a kind of compass for me. Whenever | feel overw
remind myself to look for that magic again- in a hug, in z
with the people | love. P X
If the book can help families reconnect with
memories, then | feel that the story has fulﬁllq i

pause and

|






It is said that there was once a time of peace. A time when the sounds of swords clashing and
shrieking cries of agony were not so familiar. This time was long ago and has passed out of
the dreams of most. The rulers of the world are determined to wield their power with force to
maintain their strength and wave their flags with pride. Asalandia was a country that took
pride in the history of war. Thousands of history books were written, depicting heroes,
winning battles against the evil Kastanarians, who wanted to invade, steal, and change their
way of life. As Asalandia grew, diversity was inevitable, and some grew weary of the constant
invasions, wars and flag waving. However, the wars went on and warriors kept battling. The
smell of burning arrows and the sounds of sinking ships became oh so familiar. Kastanarian
catapults launched huge boulders into Asalandian walls, crushing everything in its way.
Asalandian ships sailed across the seas to Kastanaria to seek revenge and launched their
brutal attacks. Blood poured and hearts stopped, and this became a way of life and death
between the two nations. Many wondered if it would ever stop but none of them did
anything about it and just thought it was all a normal part of life. Nobody questioned
anything, they just let it happen, repeatedly. They did this for years and years until someone
finally did something. Someone, from the most unlikely of places, did the most uncommon
thing to start change. That someone was a young man by the name of Outis Everrett.

T T

The Wars
| Between

Q: First tell us something about yourself.

I am an English teacher. | have taughtin China and Japan and speak both
Chinese and Japanese. | have been writing since | was a kid. | live in
Sydney with my wife and two children.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

My writing journey started when my third grade teacher asked the class
to write a short story, for some reason, he liked my story and told me
that | should become a writer. | believed him.

Q: Tell us something more about your book series.

The Wars Between is a Young Adult fantasy novel with illustrations by
Karolina Piotrowski. It is set in a world with two major island nations, one
a traditional monarchy, the other a democracy. These two nations have
been at war for thousands of years, until the arrival of the main charac-
ters of the story, Outis Everett, a little known poet from the monarchy of
Asalandia, and Gwenia Xiachang, a rebellious vegan from the democrat-
ic nation of Kastanair. These two meet and change the course of history.

Q: How did you create the magical system in your books and charac-
ters?

| created a group of characters who at times feel lost in their social roles
and seek change. Characters that have been raised to hate each other,
through centuries of propaganda, but still find empathy and sympathy
for their so-called enemies.

available at

amazon

LRIDLIC

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers?

Just like in the Hobbit, even the smallest of people can
make a difference, however, this book has a strong anti
war message and suggests alternatives to invading and
defending. | also want to draw attention to the art of
poetry and created a scenario where poetry is relevant
and has an impact.

O Oy
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Author Interview

Q: First tell us something about yourself.

I am Ms Kerry an AMI trained Montessori teacher of 3-6 year olds. My teaching career
spans over 30 years, from opening Montessori schools in South Africa, to teaching in
the oldest Montessori school in Naples, Italy, to Homeschooling children in San
Antonio, Texas. | enjoy jewelry making in my spare time and shelling on vacation.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?
While homeschooling | began to formulate ideas for Montessori Life Skills Story

Books. I intentionally chose animals to demonstrate the practical life skills as animals
are unbiased, non prejudiced and children all relate to animals.

Q: Tell us something more about your book series.

| created this series because not every child has access to a Montessori classroom —
but every child deserves stories that respect their development. In a world that can
feel overstimulating and hurried, | wanted to create books that feel like a prepared
environment: calm, grounded, and quietly empowering.

eatns to Sa,V]v y v : : Q: How did you create the magical system in your books and characters?

RS 1£‘tesson Life Skj lIs S
O{'P Each story centers on meaningful work — pouring, cleaning up, setting the table,

baking, sharing, focusing, learning continents and planets — told through softly
illustrated forest animal characters in authentic Montessori settings. Rather than
directing behavior, the stories simply honor the child’s natural desire for indepen-
dence and contribution.

The growing series includes titles such as:

« Biscuit Bunny Learns to Say No

« Pickles Cat Learns to Clean Up

« Skip Puppy Learns to Pour

« Caramel Cat Learns to Set the Table
+ Snow Cone Bunny Learns to Bake

« Fudge Bear Learns the Continents

« Macaroon Owl Learns the Planets

« Toffee Squirrel Learns to Share

available at

Together, they form a cohesive collection designed to support children at home, in am azon
classrooms, and in library spaces where they can see themselves reflected in

purposeful, meaningful activity.
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Christine Devane grew up an animal
lover, collecting lucky elephants
that her parents, Joyce and Tony
and grandparents Ginger and
Edward would bring her back from
their trips. As a child she enjoyed
reading, especially about animals.
After college Christine became a
second-grade teacher where she
adored story time with her students.
It was at this time that she decided
to write her own books.
available at

amazon
~—
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Christine's first published book, "Elephant Beach,” was
inspired by her childhood and growing up shy. She
wanted to write a book that made shy children feel
seen. Her second book "Lola and Sophie's ABC Adven-
ture" was influenced by her two favorite dogs- her
rescue dog Sophie and her chihuahua Lola who is now
in heaven. The book intfroduces the letters of the alpha-
bet through playful doggy antics and focuses on pet
adoption. Christine volunteered at the MSPCA Boston
for many years and is an animal advocate.

Christine lives with her husband John and their three
children- Joey, Nick, and Adeline and Sophie. They
enjoy reading books together, going to the beach,
going on trips and going for walks. They like to watch
movies- Sophie's favorite being "Pets."
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Look At The Pictures And Arrange The Words Carefully.

Spring Words Scramble



TUlipS are one of The D:f fz?h':rs

First Spring Flowers. Signature Flower

when They Are Yellow, Of Spring.

Tulips Symbolize Happiness. These Happy
Flowers Mean

New Beginnings
In Japan, The Start Of or Rebirth.
Spring Happens When Beautiful

Cherry Blossom

Trees Begin To Bloom.

Spring marks the end of hibernation
for animals like black bears.

J1Vs I1aNAl

JUuMBLe SAle

Shabnam Minwalla '
ons by isha Mangalmurti
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ame: Ghosts, Thieves and Aha! Adventures
Author: Asha Nehemiah
Publisher: Penguin

Description: When Ashish has to go to his mother’s workplace
after school, he is sure he is in for the most boring time ever. But
he couldn't be more wrong!

His mother, Ruth, works in a bookstore where Ashish must team
up with KavyaXthe owner’s nieceXto catch a bookshop ghost and
nab a bookstore thief.

SJIAINIAAQY iVHV ANV SIAIIHI ‘SISOHD

GHO‘:IS, tHIEVES AND
AHA! ADVENJIES

Asha Nehemiah -
pankaj Saikia

Yerwayap eysy

illustrations by

Name: Roop and the River Crossing
Author: Samina Mishra
Publisher: Penguin

Description: Roop carries her newest toyXa kaleidoscopeXeverywhere. The world
from her kaleidoscope looks split up ... and so does her world. Around her, unfa-

miliar words echo: India. Pakistan. Partition. Home.
Words that sound distant from her reality, until one night changes everything.
Roop finds herself at a riverbank, one that she must cross to find her homeXher

. Iy new home.

SAMINA N{lSHRA i TSy Award-winning author Samina Mishra tells a poignant tale of a dark chapter in
Hitten by ¥ i i history. Through Roop’s journey, she weaves a story of connections, resilience

‘.jllu.ftn‘%?diq SHIVAM CHOUPHA 1\ and finding an anchor in turbulent times.
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Ishaan Agrawal ( 10 years)
, SA

Sapna Sanyasi ( Noida)
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