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Madison
L Cooks

Q: First tell us something about yourself?

New Release

AUTHOR
INTERVIEW

A Little

Girls Dream

I can Do Anything!

Hi everyone, my name is Madison Cooks. I am 7 years old and
in the second grade. My favorite subjects are Language Arts
and Math. My hobbies are playing Tennis, writing, dancing
with Just Dance, and playing with my brother Landon.
Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?
My Grandmother, Dr. Frankie Dunmore, and myself started
talking about writing a book last year. With the support of my
parents Randall and Courtney Cooks, I begin coming up with
ideas for my book.
not?
able on Barnes & Noble and Amazon called A Little Girl's
Dream: I Can Do Anything!
Q: Tell us something more about your books?

When Madison starts her tennis lessons, she sees it as a challenging opportunity to
develop her physical and mental agility. But when her training sessions don't go the
way she'd hoped, will she give up on her
dream of becoming a tennis player?

wrote my story to inspire other kids to never give up.
Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader? Is there any
I chose kids as readers because I am a kid, and want kids to
always try their best.

Moving into adulthood and professional life,
failure is very viewed as a negative thing. For
this reason, this delightful book gets at the
essence of how to teach children to have
self-compassion and to cope with their challenging emotions whenever they fail at doing
something they love.

Q: How did these stories and characters come to your
mind?
The characters and story are based on the people in my life!
Q: Do you want to give any message to your readers?
My message to readers is that they can do anything if they put
their mind to it!
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Tommy‛s Unstoppable Gran
New Release

& The Magic Potion

I am a marketing consultant by trade with a degree in Business Marketing, a masters in Management
Practice and diplomas in both Direct Marketing and Editing and Proof reading.

Facts
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Family life during the last 10 years has led me down an alternative career path to my marketing consul-

The world’s

juggle a full-time (and full-on) career with two small children (and then four years later, a third).

heaviest carrot

Tomatoes and Avacados

2014, I set up my own children's entertainment business which was a huge success.
Between running the business, home and looking after the family, I've worked part time in the

are actually fruits, not vegetables

Zoo, Mount Pleasant, Cucumber, Tango in Halifax, Foyle's War, The A Word, various television commercials and some photographic work.

grown by Christopher Qualley
in the USA weighed 10.7kg

In 2016, I took a small break from this to have my third child and to look after my second child who had
a little bit of leukaemia to deal with (after two years of treatment, she's now thankfully fully back to
to diversify!
Since March 2020 I have been writing and revisiting my marketing, editing and proof reading skills. I
completed a Diploma in Editing and Proof Reading during lockdown to refresh my skills and to help
with my writing (and to assist in the critique of my fellow writers). I was awarded a distinction from the
Centre of Excellence.
During this time I have been writing across various genres. Watch this space for my other projects
coming fully into fruition including a Young Adult Fantasy, a self-help and a rom-com.

Lea Reveley
What would happen if a potion with magical qualities ever got into the
wrong hands? Tommy and his Gran are tasked with making sure that this
doesn’t happen.
Gran is no stranger to tricky situations, being accident prone, hard of hearing
and often getting things mixed up; she’s lucky to have her grandson by her
side to help her out.
Things change when they stumble across a mysterious book in a charity shop
window. This leads to a meeting with Queen, to taking on robbers and dog
snatchers.

Bees are found everywhere in the world
apart from Antarctica.

It is physically impossible
for pigs to look
up into the sky.

No-one is a match for this Gran.
A story that explores positive themes such as:
Kindness
Empathy
Respect for the elderly generation

With a magic potion that gives Gran superpowers, and the
threat of it getting into the wrong hands – we’re in for a heck
of a ride.Will life ever be the same again for this crazy duo?
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four

Number
is the only one
with the same
amount of letters.
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. Australia has the most amount of

reptiles in the world

over 750

different species!
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Author Interview

Dr. Christie Black-Murrell
Q: First tell us something about yourself?
I am a big kid at heart who loves to share stories aloud and bring characters to life! I get the opportunity to do this often in
my daily work as a Elementary School Counselor. It really is exciting when I get to share the stories that I have written
myself. I am an author, counselor,and speaker who loves to speak life into people and show kids especially that there is
still "good" in the world. I am a devoted wife and mom of two adventurous little girls (6 and 4).
Q: How and when your journey started as a writer?
My journey as a writer began from the time I could hold my pen steady. I could always be found with a journal in my hands
especially starting around the age of 10. I used to make up stories of far away places or places that I read about in books.
Then as a teen I began writing poetry or what I thought was just the many thoughts that consumed my head. This was like
therapy for me and so my journal became my safe place where I would write every feeling and thought down.
Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or not?
My first story was probably written as a kid but it was never published just shared with my class. However, my poetry that
got me
through some rough times became my first story. I went and looked through every old journal that I had and created a compilation book of poetry about different feelings. This book was called, Random Thoughts of a Perplexed, Relaxed Soul and
was released in 2009. However, the publishing process was very difficult for me and I have been unable to get any
more copies of this book and for that reason I re-released it this year for my birthday.
Q: Tell us something more about your books?
All of my books deal with social emotional learning. They focus on self awareness and
social awareness mostly. I believe in using my writing as an avenue to sprinkle some
positivity back into the world. It is always my hope that when a person or kid finishes one
of my books that will feel empowered and encouraged. This is with my poetry books, my
journals, and of course my Children's books.

Emerson Ruth Johnson is a full of life, racially
sheltered, six year old African American girl from
New York. In this story, Emerson experiences for
ern Georgia. Having only been taught that
diversity is what makes us all special and what
makes friendships so sweet…What new lessons
will she learn while meeting and making
friends? Will her new friendship allow her to
start the conversation when it comes to embracing diversity? Find out as Emerson shares her
sweet tale of friendship

Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader ? is there any specific reason?
As a counselor I have seen the importance of speaking positivity into the lives of children. I
have seen their struggles with self esteem, self love, self resiliency and wanted to meet that
need. Plus, becoming a mom and believing in the importance of reading but not just any
books I wanted books that featured children that looked like my babies. I wanted them to
see themselves on covers and know that they can be and do great
things. Lastly, I simply love seeing the smile on a kid's face when
they hear a great story and I wanted to be the one to write it.
Q: How did these stories and characters come to your mind?
I am forever in my head and have always been a daydreamer.
However, having two little girls I often picture them in my stories
mixed with the many bubbling personalities that I counsel in my
daily job at the Elementary school.

Dr. Christie Black-Murrell was born and raised in
Columbus, GA just 100 miles south of the big city of
Atlanta, GA. All her life she has used writing as an
avenue to express her feelings and creative imagination. She has several publications beginning in
2009 with Random Thoughts of Perplexed, Relaxed
Soul (a collection of poetry). “Soul Cries”(audio
book of poetry), 2014 “Show Me Love” (collection of
Poetry), and then in (2020) her very first interactive
Children's book, “Do You Know...powerful praise
from parents to child” was birthed. This publication
led to her pairing it with a “Coloring Book of Positivity” and “35-day journal of positivity”. Following all
the craziness of 2020 and being such an avid
believer in journaling Dr Murrell released a journal
entitled, “2020 the year that blew up my life”. Most
recently, Dr. Murrell released a Children’s short
story focused on a poignant issue in our country,
diversity and inclusion titled, “True Friendship is
Sweet.” Dr. Christie Black-Murrell is a devoted wife
and enthusiastic mom of two adventurous little girls.
Dr. Murrell has worked as a counselor in a variety of
setting for the last 18 years but most recently as a
School Counselor. She is a big kid who loves to
read stories aloud and make characters come to life
with puppets and animated voices. She desires
daily to show children that there is still good in the
world and that they can be the “good” in the world.
Christie loves the written and spoken word which
she uses as an avenue to "Speak Life and Promote
Love" to all that she engages. This is shown in her
writing, her speaking engagements, spoken word,
and her counseling. She believes that writing and
speaking life is a part of her purpose and gives her
all in everything that she writes. Lastly, you can
most often find Dr. Murrell spending time with her
family, worshipping God, writing, or reading a good
book.

www.cblackexpressions.com

Q: Do you want to give any message for your readers?
I want my readers to know that I write to show them that there is still
good in our world and that they can be that "good" even when they
don't see it. I also want my readers to know that it is in a book that the limits
to where they can go and what they can do no longer exists...So, Keep reading,
Keep dreaming, You will do great things!
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New Release

Activity

Word Search
Evan and his friend, Fin the
raccoon, have a special place they
visit when they take their afternoon nap.
It's a magical land where the
clouds are cotton candy, and there
are forests of candy cane trees!
Evan and Fin meet magical creatures too, but not the scary kind dragons and yetis are friendly neighbors who hand out delicious sweet treats by the scoop.
In this colorful paradise, everyone's dessert dreams can come true!

X A JELLYVJFZ C
Z J X Z X A Z B I QM O
CARAMEL YJI F T
XZ S P V J O J X P X T
P F A Z T Y L QZ F A O
B I J I N A L X QY X N
QM X P U J I T A Y F C
I X Z F M X P Z B QS A
V JC H O C OL A T E N
X A I Z J Y P B I QM D
T O F F E E X Y MI F Y

Evan Anderson

Five-year-old Evan Anderson is the author of Sweet
Dreams. When Evan told his parents about his naptime
adventures, they knew they had to turn it into a picture
book that children everywhere could enjoy.
Evan lives with his mom, dad, and baby brother; he is
currently working on a sequel to Sweet Dreams that
features more adventures from him and his best friend
Fin.
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Caramel
Jelly
Chocolate
Toffee
Lollipop Cotton Candy
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Geniuses at Play Book Series

TOO MUCH RAZZLE-DAZZLE!

JULIE WOLF
Julie Wolf is the founder and creative force
behind Geniuses@Play. She holds a bachelor’s degree in Early Childhood Education
from the University of North Texas, and
taught at the elementary school level for
twelve years, eight of those in a kindergarten classroom.
A wife and mother as well as a teacher, Julie left the school system to
throw herself into motherhood, full time. When her children began
preschool, Julie once again entered teaching, this time as a preschool
educator. Her love for teaching and molding young lives continued.
She began to inspire other moms and educators about the need to
intertwine education with play. Julie co-founded the innovative Little
Techie Tots program, a successful computer education program,
tailored to help preschoolers reach developmental milestones

Too Much Razzle-Dazzle is a endearing
whimsical story that encourages children to make
good choices. This story begins with little Spencer
Winkles, a future master chef, baking with his
mom. The Winkles are famous for their tasty
pastries. Spencer loves to bake, especially his
favorite, sprinkle sugar cookies.
Spencer wants this batch to be extra special
because after all, they are for his brothers birth- his
day. Even though Spencer was warned by
mom to follow the sprinkle recipe to a T, he
purposely adds too much of his moms secret
family ingredient, Razzle-Dazzle food coloring. He
wanted to make the sprinkles extra bright
- and
tasty. The next morning, Spencer woke up to
beautiful vibrant rainbow colored sprinkles. Unfortunately, one bad choice led to another when Spencer took the sprinkles to school. A crazy mess began to unfold in Spencer’s classroom. You will laugh out loud with Spencer and his friends
when reading Too Much Razzle Dazzle. Join them on this silly adventurous day as they encounter wonderful and colorful
sprinkles, uncontrollable but definitely notable hiccups, and rainbow popping no stopping bubbles.

Www.geniusesatplay.com

SPENCER AND THE
QUARANTINE BIRTHDAY

developing Little Techie Tots and the hands-on knowledge she
acquired, inspired her to create her latest project: Geniuses@Play,
created to allow her to share her ideas, techniques and concepts on a
nationwide scale.
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circumstances such as a worldwide pandemic, we can adapt by working together to solve life’s problems. Miss Hunnybun encourages her students to use
Geniuses At Play, we take pride in developing and marketing
their own special voice to help each
engaging products for children, ages preschool to second grade.
other
to make our world a better place.
All of our products aid in the teaching, entertainment, and social-

ization of children in a tech-centric world. We provide tools, apps,
books, toys, and teaching aids to retailers, distributors, teachers,
homeschoolers, and parents.
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Father’s Day
Book Recommendations

Book Recommendation

New Release

Name: I Love You Daddy Grizzle
Author: Mark Sperring

Author : Ashley Perrotti
Illustrator : Fazal Nabbie
“Lyrical and upbeat, During a Pandemic
helps kids understand and navigate the
recent events and the changes that have
occurred in the world and everyday life.
Through words and pictures, author
Ashley Perrotti and illustrator Fazal
demic means now and in the near future.
It communicates the message that the
most important part of life is family.“

Description: Today is a very special day - if only Little Pip could
remember why! With Daddy Grizzle's gentle help, Little Pip works
out exactly why today is a day to be celebrated - it's Father's Day! and they spend a glorious day doing all their favourite things. And
the best thing? That's easy - spending time together!
A heart-warming story celebrating the relationship between
fathers and their children - with a wonderful message.

Name: Peppa Pig: I Love You, Daddy Pig
Publisher: Penguin UK
Description: It's just another normal day for Peppa and George.
Daddy pig takes them to the supermarket, then for lunch with granny
and Grandpa pig, before popping in to work for a while. But super
Daddy pig makes their day anything but ordinary by adding lots of
fun and excitement to everything they do. Daddy pig makes every day
an adventure in this delightful picture book with a sparkly cover.
Perfect for little piggies and their daddies on father's day and all year
round.

Hi, I’m Ashley Perrotti, a mom of two who felt inspired
last year to write a book to help children get
through the pandemic!
Seeing kids struggle with the changes that the
pandemic brought to our every day lives, and
seeing parents struggle to explain it, I knew this
book could help others. My step-father Fazal is the
illustrator, and he did a beautiful job of illustrating
my poem, which we are now proud to say is a hard
copy book!

Name: I Love You, Daddy: Full of love and hugs!
Author: Melanie Joyce
Publisher: Igloo Books
Description: This gentle, heart-warming story shows the tender
love of a father for his child. Everyone will recognize the softness of morning playtimes and night-time snuggles, of being
safe, warm, and secure.
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New Release

Activity

Find!

Brown Boy,
Brown Boy,
Tell Me What You See

5 Aquatic Animals in the picture.

Brown boy, Brown Boy, Tell Me What
You See is a story of black triumph. This
inspirational story of inclusion chronicles
a young boy's response when asked to
describe what he sees. While proudly
describing black achievements he is also
nurturing our youth while promoting positivity. Our children have the world ahead of
them and must strive to continuously achieve marvelous things!

As the world continues to lay imprisoned in the shackles of racial
discrimination and bias, Brittany wishes for a bright future for her
children, and yours. An advocate for social justice, she dreams of a
world of equal opportunities and of a time when her 4 children –
Za’nyah, Layla, Mika, and Binta – can grow up to become respectful,
they deserve.
The Pen is Mightier than the Sword. Brittany believes the way to improving
society is by beginning at the roots.
What better way to change society for the better, than by educating the little ones who are yet to step foot
utmost pride in that! Over the years, we have witnessed the current and past social injustice to people of
color. These issues motivated me to establish a positive notion about my community, with which I became
the author of children’s books.
To date, I’ve written two books for children, and being a mother of four little munchkins, I have carefully
written what I believe will keep children captivated. With my books, I want to teach our youth and make
them aware in the most engaging manner.
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Story

New Release

TAKE MY HAND

THE GRATEFUL BOAT
Once upon a time,there lived a

fisherman named Antonio.He had a heart of

gold.He was kind and compassionate not only to plants,animals and

One day, while feeling nostalgic because it hit me
that my children were grown and moving on to
start their life on their own, I started thinking of

humans but also to non living things.

But,he had no family.He lived in a small hut near the shore.His only companion was his boat.

time they took my hand since then and the significance it had, and still has to this day.
I wondered how every mother in the world handled this feeling and decided to include each
mom from every walk of life into my story. I'm
sure MANY mothers, grandmothers, aunts, sisters,
cousins, daughters, etc. can relate to one, if not all,
of the beautiful memories of holding our mom's
hand or our babies holding ours!

On his return,he would thank the boat for such a wonderful journey.
He would even talk with his boat. He used to say, "Oh !boat, you have just returned from such a
long trip. You must be tired.Let me give you a

Refreshing bath."

Saying so,he would rub and scrub the boat and make it tidy and shiny.He took great care of his
boat.
He thought "May be few drizzles" and hopped onto his boat as usual and sailed away.
Suddenly,the rain became intense.It started to rain cats and dogs.He quickened his
pace.But he had less control over the boat.The boat swayed very hard over strong violent ways.

GIOVANNA GUTTA is a mother of three grown children
was

But it did not tumble.As Antonio took great care of the boat,it was boat's turn to save Antonio's life.

born to her French Canadian Aboriginal
mother and her Italian Calabrese father in
Toronto, Canada forty seven years ago
and resides in North York, Canada at the
present time.
She has been writing her children
stories since they were little and used
to read them at bedtime. This is the

Thus,Antonio was back on shore safe and sound.He kissed the boat with more

respect and gratitude.
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Name: K.SHRIJA
Age: 9
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New Release

I Am Me

Jokes

a Journal Of Positive Affirmation For Kids

Angelica Clark
Angelica Clark is a Louisiana native who holds a B.S. in
Psychology and naturally found herself mentoring and
She was born in Monroe, LA. She spent a few years in Baton
Rouge, LA and a few more in Dallas, GA before making her
way back home to Louisiana. She is

A dog choses a
profession, what
would he choose?

named Teddy P.
When not writing, she can be found listening to music,

Leaning Tower
of Pizza

Dogtor

favorite thing in the whole wide world. You’ll never know
what that is until you buy your copy of the I Am Me Kids’
Journal!

I Am Me is a children’s journal that
promotes self love, inspiration, and

If a skeleton dances,

When cow and spider
meet, it’s called

eleven.
The I Am Me journal includes

Break Dance

Coweb

and twenty positive thinking
children in learning how to embrace their individual authenticity
without apology.

What do you call an animal,
that you keep in your car?

17

Car pet
Disclaimer: This is only for fun purpose, we don’t want to hurt anybody’s sentiments.

What do you call a bee that
can't make up its mind?

A May-bee
18

New Release

Activity

Save The Planet
Make A Circle Around The Activities Below
That are good for our Environment

Virus Busters
Hello! I'm Virtuous best-selling author and CEO of Vncbooks publishing Company. Born in the United States but
raised in West Africa Ghana. I love and embrace both
cultures. As an alumni of Rutgers University, my life
profession has always been geared towards serving
children and families. My desire is to cater to children
especially the ones in the Inner City by teaching and mentoring them to be their very best.

Virtuous Cornwall

Writing is my passion because it allows me to educate and inspire. Fun facts: I love dancing and I have a pet
bunny name "Snow"
For nearly 15 years I had dreamt of becoming a children’s author. In 2019 that dream became a realty and the
Animalsville series was born. I travel to schools and libraries to read my books and engage children in interactive activities. Since the pandemic, I provide story and activity times Live on my Facebook page. I meet with
children and families weekly on Club4Kids on the Clubhouse app, for fun story time and activities. To receive
my “I Know! Affirmation for Children and Families” visit https://www.vncbooks.com/ and subscribe.

An adventurous story that teaches children how to
practice good hygiene to help prevent the spread of
germs and viruses.
At school, Little Doggins experienced something
unpleasant which led his teacher Mrs Flamingozip to
read a story about germs and viruses. Little Doggins
along with his two class mates Little Owlfin and Little
Elephanta took a trip to the library to learn more. This
led them to create the Virus Busters team. This is an
adventurous, educational story about living a healthy
lifestyle and practicing good hygiene. It also teaches
children the power of unity and how working together
yields great results. Further the poem in the story will
get kids excited to practice good hygiene.
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Story

The Gap Girl

Once my family rented a bungalow in the Upstate Randwick. It was a nice two storied house with a
backyard and a garden. There are four people in my family: myself Matila, my little brother Sichan,
my mother Marida and my father Chan. My brother and myself loved the place so much that we
could not stop thinking what was in store for us tomorrow. We also started school there. It was so
much fun. One night I was sleeping in my room(I sleep alone). Suddenly I heard someone calling my

Halloween

, so pranksters
name. I was not scared because I knew that tomorrow was
must have come to scare me. I went back to sleep.
The next morning, I woke up and got ready for school. As I was going out of my bungalow, I heard
the same voice calling my name again and again. I just smirked and went to school. After I came
back from school I had a great time with my family while eating snacks. After eating snacks, I went
to my room to do my homework. While I was doing my complex sums, I heard the same voice again.
This time it felt quite closer to me . I was scared and directly ran downstairs to my parents’ room and
asked them if they heard any unusual voice coming from my bedroom. They said they heard nothing. Hearing this I felt a little relived. I assumed it was my superstition and went back doing my
homework. But post this experience I began keeping my room lights on every night.
After that day I did not hear the voice again for many days to come. I was very happy that my life was
ing unusual sensations while being in my room like I was being watched, some odd odour in my
room, etc. I could hear someone laughing or sometimes crying but I didn’t pay attention to it. Until
one day I started hearing the same voice. But she was not just calling my name she said,” Matila! Oh

will u come to play?

” in the creepiest way ever. I just freaked out and
sweet Matila
sat up in my bed. I had the scariest feeling in the world. I went cold!
I did not tell this to anyone but in school I heard stories of a girl who lives in the gaps of our furniture
and haunts who ever laughs at her! At the start I did not believe in this and I laughed on these
stories. But now with these weird happenings somewhere I began to believe that this is her way of
saying that she is real. I got

goosebumps!

me. She was my age her hair was scattered, her jaw was broken, her hands and legs were dislocated
she was walking crookedly towards me, her dress was white and had blood stains over it as if she
was beaten to death. I was hell scared. I just froze in my bed. She started saying,” Matila! Oh, sweet
Matila will u come to play?” She repeatedly asked the same question in the most spine-chilling way
ever. I told her that I would not play with her. She became angry and grew larger in size and now she

TERRIFYING

than ever. I just jumped out of my bed and ran to my
appeared more
parents’ room as fast as I could. I never looked back.

21

I told everything to my parents and Sichan started laughing. I asked them if I could sleep with them
for a few nights. They allowed me to sleep with them. A few nights later Sichan woke up with the
worst nightmare. He said that in his dream he woke up at 3am and heard a girl saying,” “Sichan! Oh,
sweet Sichan will u come to play?” He said he saw the most
got up and sat on our bed.
We saw the alarm clock ticking, it was 3am!

horrific

sight of a girl. We all

Written by Mahika Sama
Age:12yrs
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Creative Corner
Congratulation to all the winners
of Dancesation Season 2
Name: Akshita Gupta
Age: 9

Name: Nimisha Chari
Age: 8

Name- Avani Bompilwar
Age- 13yrs

Name: Shubhkamna Kaushal
Age: 9yrs

Name: Aaditya Garg
Age: 12

Aadriti Mohanty
Age 7yrs
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