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Hello Readers,

October is my favorite month of the year, with 
perfect weather and full of festivities around 
the world. In this Halloween special issue, 
we've put together some amazing books for 
you to creep through this spooky season. To 
satisfy all your Halloween cravings, you can 
have some fun with numbers, scavenger 
hunts, and so much more to explore in this 
edition.
I hope you will like it, and please do not forget 
to share your feedback.  We are looking for 
writers and artists like you, so please send us 
your stories and drawings at kidliophile@g-
mail.com. 

Happy Halloween and Happy Reading! 

� � � � � � �� � � � � �



Q:  First tell us something about yourself?

Asia Hollaway is 6 years old young girl who lives in Georgia from a single parent household and one 
big brother, Trevion.  She is also a young dancer, gymnast, model, and YouTube star.  She loves 
talking with people and connecting with them, and always strives to be as friendly as possible with 
everyone.  Asia has an EXTREME passion for fashion.  When she hits the runway, she becomes the 
Runway Diva and takes command of the stage.  Because of her interest in fashion, we created Asia’s 
Closet, an online children’s boutique.  Asia’s Closet is her way of giving the world a vision of what 
fashion is through Asia’s eyes.

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

Asia Hollaway is 6 years old young girl who lives in Georgia from a single parent household and one 
big brother, Trevion.  She is also a young dancer, gymnast, model, and YouTube star.  She loves 
talking with people and connecting with them, and always strives to be as friendly as possible with 
everyone.  Asia has an EXTREME passion for fashion.  When she hits the runway, she becomes the 
Runway Diva and takes command of the stage.  Because of her interest in fashion, we created Asia’s 
Closet, an online children’s boutique.  Asia’s Closet is her way of giving the world a vision of what 
fashion is through Asia’s eyes.

Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or not?

We just released our first book June 2020.  We decided to self-publish our book to add more of a 
personal touch to our distribution and to experience the whole process.  

Q: Tell us something more about your books?

This book is the first of the series for Asia's Amazing Adventures. Asia is an adventurous princess who 
wanted to travel instead of going to sleep at night.  The series is based on Asia Hollaway and her 
boutique Asia's Closet. Every time Asia steps into her closet, she changes into an outfit and takes a 
new adventure through her closet portal.
In this first book Asia travels to Antarctica. There, she meets some new friends and teaches them a 
new dance.  

Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader? is there any specific reason?

I am targeting readers that are like me, a child.  

Q: How did these stories and characters come to your mind?

I based my stories and characters on my passion for fashion and love for adventure.  I want to travel 
around the world one day and this is how I start, by using my imagination.  

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers?

Stay tuned for more adventures, fashion, and a great story.  Adventures keep us young hearted and 
show us there is so much to this world.  You can open a book and travel around the world.

Asia’s Amazing Adventures
PENGUIN POO BEAR DANCE
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ASIA HOLLAWAY
Author Interview
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JUST THE 
JOB FOR

GEORGE
I’m a mum of two, a wife and an award winning journal-
ist by trade with a passion for the written and spoken 
word. 

My dad use to spend hours reading to me as as a child 
and my mum taught me to read at a young age. I loved 
English at school and would write stories for fun at 
home during my summer break. I always loved creating 
quirky characters, a bit like George! 

I joined the BBC in the UK as a trainee journalist after 
graduating over 15 years ago so my career has always 
been linked one way or another with words and stories.

Although Just the Job for George is my first published 
children’s story, I have long been telling people’s stories 
through broadcasting and through published articles. 

It was important to me that Just the Job for George provided 
some historical context for its young (and not so young) read-
ers. It is commonly presumed that St. George was English as 
he is the patron saint of England (as well as a number of other 
countries) but in fact  
he was born– in the 3rd century AD – more than 2,000 miles 
away in Cappadocia (modern day Turkey). The illustrator I 
worked with did a great job in ensuring George was visually true 
to his heritage. 

I love the wonder of seeing children absorbed in a book and 
the way they will laugh at something more readily than an 
adult. There’s nothing nicer as a writer to see kids chuckling at 
a story. Books for older readers also tend not to have illustra-
tions and certainly for “Just the Job for George,” illustrations 
really bring the characters and the tale to life. 

I wrote “Just the Job for George” while on maternity leave with 
my daughter and after reading what felt like a million picture 
books, I decided to write my own. 
My daughter was born the day after St. George’s Day in 
England which is April 23 and I had a lot of people near my due 
date speculating if she would arrive that day. I started thinking 
about St. George and the dragon which lead me to think what 
else he might have been good at except for dragon-slaying! If 
legend had it that he could defeat dragons then I was sure he 
could be good at doing something else. Like for all of us, 
though, finding what we are good at and what we enjoy too can 
take some time. I wanted to show through George the impor-
tance of not giving up and persevering until you find the right fit 
for you!  
I also wanted to inject some humor into the story. George is 
quite comical at times; as is the character of Mrs Slee who is 
alarmed at seeing George pole vaulting over her fence!

I hope that “Just the Job for George” helps show children (and 
adults!) that although we can’t be good at everything, with 
perseverance and a sprinkling of courage to try new things, we 
can all find something that we are good at and enjoy too. 
Don’t be afraid to embrace change, you never know what it 
might lead to!

Just The Job for George 

Chantalle 
Edmunds

Author Interview
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After years of dragon slaying, a drop in the 
number of dragons means England's patron 
saint, St. George, is out of work. With household 
bills to pay, he decides to turn his hand to a range 
of other jobs using his trusty dragon-slaying 
lance, with hilarious consequences.
The real St. George is thought to have been born 
in Turkey around 280 AD. Legend has it that he 
was a soldier in the Roman army who rode into 
Libya and slayed a dragon who was terrorising 
the city. St. George's Day is celebrated in 
England on April 23.



 Hunt

Dawn Grantham is a wife, mother, grandmother and so 
much more.
She loves her family and friends. Most importantly, she loves 

God and giving back; supporting others. She is a Trustee and 
on the Praise and Worship Team at Church. She is also a 

member of LOANI Global bringing Nations together, embracing 
Diversity, Uniting Nations and celebrating cultures.

She recently was featured on American Literary Corporation 
morning reading session.
As an Advertising Professional Dawn understands the 
importance of exposure. She has a mission to create books 

that expose young readers to create art, Godly principles and life skills. As a minority Author she has a sense of 
responsibility to share stories with her community that she believes will equip them for success . Hence, the reason 
she co-authored AWOTM Best selling Inspirational Daily Journal and AWOTM #1 Best selling National Prayer Book

crocheting, reading, writing, exploring life with her husband , encouraging her sons and playing basketball with 
her grandsons.  If you want a dose of daily inspiration please follow her Instagram page DGINSPIRES

Grandma’s favorite

                         Sundae
Illustrator: Demont Pinder 
Publisher: Brainpublishingbooks

Grandma’s favorite

                         Sundae

The annual fundraiser at school is quickly 
approaching and young Sundae does not 
know how she can contribute. Through the art 
of crocheting, Sundae solves her problem with 
a creative donation idea. She also develops an 
invaluable bond with her loving grandmother 
who teaches Sundae to crochet.

This is a story to remind young readers to help 
others, be creative, and foster relationships.

Scavenger

Can You Find These Things 
In This Magazine? 

New Release Activity
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Congress
-

-

Did you know your cellphone was invented by an 
African American? What about the doorknob, mailbox, 
or the home security system? Through the book, you 
will learn along with Mr. Kentrell's class just how 
African American women and men contributed to the 
world we live in.

Imagine Life Without African American Inventors is a 
beautifully illustrated children's book about inventions 
that has become the fabric of our everyday lives. 
Children will learn that some things that we may take 
for granted - from the components in a cell phone, 
streetlights, mailbox, hairbrush, potato chips, ironing 
board to the home security system - were created by 
African American men and women. As Michelle and 
Mr. Kentrell's class learn about these inventors, they 
are asked to image life without African Americans.

Executive Branch! Legislative Branch! Judicial Branch! 
Who really runs the world?

Michelle is excited to visit the U.S. Capitol with her 
class! The students are fascinated by Congress and 
how it works. Not only are they eager to learn more 
about the House, Senate and their functions, but excit-

class impress their teacher - Mr. Cauley, and their tour 
guide with their knowledge, and what other exciting 
facts will they learn about our democracy?

Michelle
Goes ToCongress

Charron Monaye
Author Interview
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ess Patroosh is a cheeky pelican who always 
wants more. He’ll even take the food right out 

drop it in the sand. But after an unexpected 
event, and a random act of kindness, this 
pelican’s life is about to change forever.

Renée James comes from a background in communications and the com-
mercial television industry. She has worked on a variety of creative projects 
both nationally and internationally.

She loves nothing more than spending time with family and friends. She is 
passionate about travel, wildlife, beach days, and, of course, story-time. Her 
children are the bee’s knees as they are constant reminders to be present, 
and always make time to play.

Patroosh,

Renée James

Patroosh, 
The Cheeky Pelican

I walked past the paintings until a faint movement distracted me. Curiosity took the best of me, caus-
ing me to stealthily walk towards that place.(I cursed my addiction of murder mysteries!)
What I witnessed thou made  me want to question my existence; a sobbing painting of Greek Goddess 
Gaia!

“It’s hurting me a lot!”she managed to utter.

“What is it?”I found myself asking before I could contemplate the absurd encounter.

“You petty humans have destroyed me. My once thriving kingdom of nature is now faint. It won’t be 
long before it culminates into oblivion!”she spat with utter anger.

I was clueless.

“All crimes that you call developmental activities are causing global warming and are eliminating my 
existence.” She spoke calmly this time.

I had understood her pain and agony by now. Yes, we were responsible!

Before I could put forth an explanation, the siren rang announcing the museum 
closure. 

encounter had opened my eyes and I promised to do my part in keeping mother 
Gaia’s existence in being!

A Coversation With A Painting
New Release Story
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Author Interview

Q: First tell us something about yourself?

My name is Patricia Nicole Harris. I am a wife, a mother, and the product of immigrant grandparents from the British Virgin Islands. 
Their sacrifice and commitment to the pursuit of a better life is the reason I can pursue my own dreams. My Grandmother laid the 
blueprint of service to others. It is the reason I am so proud to follow in her footsteps and serve others in my own way.
 I am Lexington (Lex) and Savannah’s mother and Camden’s (Cam) Aunt and God mommy.
I enjoy puns, baking, writing, meditating, nature, and spending time with family.  

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

 I have, in a sense, always been a writer. Writing was/is how I expressed 
myself emotionally and creatively. I never considered it a gift though. Family 
and friends would tell me I was talented when I shared poems and other 
projects but was discouraged when my creative writing teacher in college was 
less than supportive. I even changed my major. However, I knew I had a way 
with words and felt like my wit and humor and storytelling were in fact worth 
revisiting. Luckily, I found my way back.

 
Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or not?

 If we aren’t talking about my elementary school assignment 
where I wrote a fictional Halloween story about a haunted 

house on Stockton Drive, then I wrote my actual first story 
recently in 2020. I was on maternity leave after having 

my baby girl Savannah, between careers and decid-
ed to dedicate time to something I had wanted to 

do for over 2 years. It was an idea that had been 
nagging me and wouldn’t leave me alone, so 

I responded. I hired an amazing 
accountability coach and set 
milestones and just started writing. 
Cam And Lex Adventures was 
born shortly thereafter. This book 

and the series of books that follow, is 
my outward expression of admiration 
and love to my boys, my daughter 
and to all children. I dreamt of 
writing these books, I put it off 

repeatedly and convinced 
myself the dream I 
carried wasn’t big or 
important enough.
 I was wrong…

 
Q: Tell us something more 
about your books?

 Cam and Lex Adventures 
highlights the unique love and 
bond that exists between cousins 
who are growing up as close as siblings. It is inspired by Cam (the big cousin) and Lex 
(the little cousin). Throughout the series there is fun, learning, discovery, conflict, and 
resolution. We follow Cam and Lex on a series of adventures, based on real life explora-
tions. The book normalizes and humanizes the experiences of boys of color while being 

relatable to all families. The representation and humanization of their day to day, matters. 
It makes you wonder what they will get into next! 

I have a few goals with this book, and they include 1. Joy and learning for kids 2. A sense of 
nostalgia for adults (“I used to do that with my cousins too! “) 3. Representation for kids of color 
and 4. Solidarity with any family that has experienced infertility/loss - there is an element of 
remembrance and hope on each page and an explanation at the beginning- you’ll have to grab 
a copy and see. 
 

Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader? is there any specific 
reason? 

I have realized part of my gift is my ability to relate to and speak their 
language, yet kids teach us so much more than we can ever teach them. 
Their interpretation of what they read, and experience is always so 
profound--yet simple. Kids have a way of reminding us of what is magi-
cal, uncomplicated, and easy. Kids are also so open, teachable, and 

impressionable. My hope is that young readers retain 
and expand upon their sense of adventure and curiosi-
ty. And, that if for any reason their sense of wonder has 
been misplaced (especially during these tough times), 
they can be reminded of how fun life is and go along for 
the adventures with Cam and Lex and create adventures 
of their own.

Q: How did these stories and characters come to your 
mind? 

Cam is my nephew and Lex is my son. They are so close, in relationship 
and proximity, and are growing up like brothers. Everyone asks how I come up 
with their adventures, and I say, “I just watch them in their element, write it down and 
make it rhyme.” I had to! Their time together is just too good not to capture. Everything in the 
book is art imitating life. My sweet Savannah even made an appearance because they are 
so in love with her too. My original goal was to satisfy a creative itch and to archive memories 
for our babies. It became so much more, and I am honored that anyone would want to have 
this book in their home.
 
Q: Do you want to leave any message for your readers? 

I want kids to know that while capes and magic wands and superheroes are 
awesome, that YOU are the true magic. Without any sensationalizing, you 
in your purest form can make anything an awesome adventure.  So, I 
hope you never stop exploring and having fun. No matter how old you 
get. Cherish your siblings, cousins, friendships, and family. Be 
kind- to yourself and others.  
The thing I hope to get right in these books is to show 
my children, to show all children, especially those of 
color- children whose dreams are deferred and told 
aren’t significant enough – that you do it anyway. 
Pursuing your dream isn’t optional, it’s a necessi-
ty. Pursuing your dream, holding on to the thing 
that lights you up is what we can do to light up the 
world. I started out simply wanting my boys to see 
themselves represented and memorialize the joy I 
see in their childhood. I wanted them to remember 
the times when life was easy and fun, and their 
cares rested only in what adventure would come 
next. Our children deserve to see themselves and to 
live in their innocence and sense of adventure for as 

long as they can. Any parent knows having children is like having your heart 
walk outside of your body – Cam and Lex Adventures is me sharing my 
heart with the world.

Patricia Nicole Harris

Cam and Lex Adventures highlights the unique love and bond that 
exists between cousins who are growing up as close as siblings. 

It is inspired by Camden Lorenzo Gordon (the big cousin) and 
Lexington Grey Harris (the little cousin).“

“
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Feline character Tangerine uses her special way of communi-
cation to express her true feeling, and learns just how special 
she really is through potty training..Surprise! It's Just Pee.

A sassy, classy, and fun-loving city feline, Tangerine-curious 
and lovable- is on a journey to express herself. Tangerine 
develops a purrculiar habit and form of communication with 
those she loves. While Tangerine is learning about communi-
cation, Mandy learns about patience, and Grandma Tee Tee 
learns to have compassion and to accept Tangerine's sassy, 
special form of communication.

Q:  First tell us something about yourself?

I am La Manda Jeannine Davis, from Hollywood California. I 
come from a musical family. My dad was Hal Davis, music 
producer for Motown Records. He created and established 
many singers careers, such as The Jackson 5, Diana Ross, 
Marvin Gaye, Bette Midler, Thelma Houston and many 
more. My mother was a painter and writer, a stay at home 
mom who taught me how to read. I credit my parents for their 
discipline in my life and how it carries me through my adult 
years. I am an alumni of Los Angeles Film school, this was a 
birthing place for my creativity to elevate. I studied and grad-
uated with my business degree in Entertainment and have 
been living my blessed life. I love being active in my church 
and I seek inspiration and truth from God’s love in my life. I 
now have the courage and confidence to stand on my own 
and to believe in myself to witness my given gift. 

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

My journey with writing started at age 5! I was a little song 
writer.(wonder where I ot that from??) It was a song titled 
“Root beer.”  I loved it! It Drove everyone in the house crazy 
with it, but I loved root beer as a child and my grandmother 
and I would make root beer floats and drink them on her 
patio. It was a glorious time. Years changed, my writing 
changed, it matured to poems, letters to pen pals from 
Spain,(that was FUN) and as a teen I mostly wrote about 
how I was blossoming into a young woman.

Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or 
not?

I wrote SURPRISE ITS JUST PEE in 2014 .Its my first.  The 
story started out very dark at first. I was in a place in my life 
that I was literally running on empty. Working 4 jobs, going 
back to school after 30, and the burden trying to make loved 
ones happy wore me out, I felt depleted. 
It was 2016 that I decided to quit my job and attend school 
full time and took the chance to see if I could really WIN by 
just being me. After I graduated , I started my Tangerine Tale 
LLC. In 2018 I revised my story. Tangerine kept peeing on 
my bed and I was getting frustrated. 

So I wrote about it and the story poured out of me! It was 
almost as if it was downloaded inside of me. I started on a 
warm Monday evening in September and finished writing by 
Tuesday morning at 4am. It was the best experience.
 I encountered a new me. I recently was published during 
our pandemic in 2020 from Trilogy Publisher, a cable 
network, after coming home from my trip in Jerusalem…It 
was a miracle for me.

La Manda 
Jeannine Davis

Surprise! 
Its Just Pee

Q: Tell us something more about your books?

SURPRISE ITS JUST PEE is a real life story. 
When I was little, I used to pee on my bed and my 
grandmas’ bed too. So this story has heartfelt  
message to adults to not shame any child for 
wetting the bed, or for any pet wetting the bed or 
furniture. I suffered some trauma as a child and my 
body was telling me something was wrong. It was 
my grandma who did not shame me, but laughed 
at me! My grandmother was the BEST! She is 
GRANDMA TEE TEE in SURPRISE ITS JUST 
PEE. And I am TANGERINE! In the book, there are 
my family characteristics, my grandad who my 
grandma loved so much, (you’ll see a picture of 
him in Cat character on grandma night stand) 
Lovely little fun memories I have about love, com-
passion and humor.

Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader ? is 
there any specific reason?

I chose kids as my readers for this particular book 
because it offered me a lifestyle change. In order 
for me to create a story, I had to first eliminate adult 
habits which were learned  from survival of life. I 
thank God for giving me a second chance for me to 
accept me as I am regardless of how others may 
think about me. I think kids start with such inno-
cence and purity and then life somehow takes 
away our loud shout as a child to a weak wimperto 
just stay alive. It was a road for me to heal and soul 
search before I could write. Once I turned my life 
around, that’s when the magic happened. I want to 
remind parents first to gain THEIR shout back and 
their belief in themselves. As for kids, I want to 
reach them now to show proof, they can WIN at 
being who they are and to discern who they are 
without the approval of anyone.

Q: How did these stories and characters come 
to your mind? 

My story and characters came to my mind from the 
love of my cat and my grandma and family. I miss 
them.

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your 
readers?

My message to my readers is simple. Be grateful 
for ALL your life, the good, the not so good. This life 
is not just for you, but for others too that are in 
need for a voice. Become a voice and light to those 
who might feel voiceless. DON’T LOSE YOUR 
SHOUT and keep the desires of your heart, you 
will see them come to pass. JUST ASK ME!

Author Interview
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Jamilah F. Bashir is a native of Philadelphia, PA.  In 2006, she 
earned her Bachelors degree in Special Education from 
Widener University.  In addition, she earned two Master 
degrees, one in Education in 2009 and the second in Education-
al Leadership in 2017 from Saint Joseph’s University. She has over 
ten years of experience as a Special Education Teacher and has 
taught at all levels, i.e., elementary and secondary.  Along with 

Principal, Supervisor of Special Education, and Supervisor of Curriculum 
to broaden her skills. In 2016, Jamilah received the Special Education 
Award, at United Muslim Masjid’s (UMM) 18th Annual Sisters Recognition 
Luncheon and Fashion Show.  The award was in recognition for her hard 
work and commitment to ensuring that all children meet their educational 
potential.

In the Fall of 2017, Jamilah attended a writers workshop.  From here, a spark was ignited 
within her to write a story.  Anything that she does in life, Jamilah ensures that it is 
meaningful to her.  Therefore, she knew she had to write about something that she is 
passionate about.  In addition, she wanted people to be able to connect and relate to 
her story.  Jamilah thought of her little sister Aasiyah ( Ah-Se-Ya) and the impact she has 
had on her life.  From there, Because of H.E.R. came into fruition.

Because of H.e.r. 
Jamilah F. Bashir Night 

Match

Match All  The Bats And Owls 
With Their Matching Pairs.

New Release Activity
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Q: Why do you choose kids as your reader? is there 
any specific reason?

A: As a trained teacher, I have always enjoyed working 
with children.  One thing that I learned from being in the 
classroom is that while not all children might enjoy 
picking up a book and reading, many do enjoy having 
stories read to them! From my experiences as a young 
girl, I enjoyed reading colourful, imaginative, and engag-
ing children’s books with a moral behind the story.  I also 
enjoyed having stories read to me, as it was a very 
soothing and relaxing feeling.  I wanted to share a bit of 
what I enjoyed reading as a child with kids today.  
Whether the child enjoys independent story book read-
ing or prefers to have the story read to them (or both), I 
wanted to give them something enjoyable, educational, 
and meaningful at the same time.

Q: How did these stories and characters come to 
your mind?

I had a pet rabbit named Bugs for 9 years (2008-2017) 
and there were many ups but a few occasional downs 
with the new pet.  Bunnies love to chew, and I was not 
fully prepared in the beginning! I remained patient and 
adaptable so eventually everything worked out with the 
bunny. Vylette Bunny is a fictional character, but she 
was inspired by Bugs.  I had many hilarious and touch-
ing memories with the bunny that I had to find a way to 
share them. Michie (also a fictional character) would be 
very similar to how I was as a child. Very much in her 
own world, guided by her strong feelings and moral 
compass, sensitive, creative, and wanting to have the 
company of a pet. Michie’s parents were inspired by 
own parents.  When I was in practicum during my teach-
er education programme, I taught a grade 5/6 class 
about graphic novels. I created a demo of a graphic 
novel for the children, and I used a sequence of chimeri-
cal events with Bugs and a neighbourhood dog. The 
children were very fond of the mini adventures of Bugs. 
I always remember the excitement and happiness that I 
saw in their eyes when I presented them with the short 
animal story.  I knew that one day, I would utilize my 
memories to create an illustrated children’s book about 
the relationship between a young girl and her pet bunny!

Q: Do you want to leave any message for your read-
ers?

A: Sometimes when you are the quiet, reserved child 
who prefers to sit at the back of the class, not draw any 
attention to yourself or speak up in large groups, some 
people might doubt your capabilities and not see your 
greatest strengths.  We are all unique and different and 
we bring value in our own ways.  Just because you are 
quiet, does not mean that you are not capable! Please 
do not give up, always believe in who you are, never 
forget the people who believed in you as well and 
always try do the right thing! (Even when nobody is 
watching).

Michie has always loved animals and cannot wait to have a 
pet of her own. When she meets Vylette Bunny, her 
dreams become a reality. But will Michie be able to handle 
an adorable yet mischievous bunny with a strong mind of 
her own, and a powerful love for nibbling? By taking on 

than she can chew?

Michelle Crichton

Q:  First tell us something about yourself?

I was born and raised in Ottawa, Canada and my parents 
are from the Caribbean.  I studied General Arts and 
Teaching at The University of Ottawa, and I hold Bache-
lor’s Degrees in both areas. During my spare time I enjoy 
reading, writing, learning about topics that interest me, 
watching movies and some tv shows, travelling, going for 
long walks outdoors and listening to music.  I have been 
working in a credit union in Ottawa for several years and 
I have always loved animals!

Q: How and when did your journey start as a writer?

My journey as a writer started when I was very young. I 
was in a French Immersion programme at school, and I 
recall my 2nd grade English teacher asking me to assist 
some of the other pupils with a few writing assignments.  
I was only 7 and already I had a strong knack for 
language studies and writing!  At the time, I would often 
write cute rhyming poems about a cat in the neighbour-
hood named “Kiku” who I enjoyed playing with outside.  
When I was 12 years old and in grade 7, our English 
teacher did a unit on poetry and again, I was really 
enthralled with the subject matter! Sometimes I was 
picked on at school and I found happiness staying in the 
teacher’s classroom at lunch and writing poems.  

This became a hobby for me as teenager and I wrote many 
different poems at the time.  One was featured on the back of 
my high school yearbook, two were performed by me at the 
annual high school talent show and one was published in the 
National Anthology of Poetry in North America.  As you can 
see, my journey began when I was very young, and it is still 
going now!

Q: When did you write your first story? Is it published or 
not?

A: I wrote my first book in 2016 and it was published in 2017.  
It was a self-help book for adults about dealing with work-
place issues and learning how to overcome those obstacles.

Q: Tell us something more about your books?

A: I am always fascinated by the human experience (how 
situations affect us, what makes us all “click”, how we can 
assist others, what lessons can be derived from our experi-
ences etc.) I think that my books do have a humanistic 
approach and an awareness for the emotional impact that 
certain experiences can cause.  I also tend to focus on a 
moralistic approach, and I write about areas that I am most 
familiar with so that I can write in my own truly authentic 
voice.

“Author Interview
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Princess Anne was an unusual princess. She wasn’t going to sit on her balcony and wait for a 
prince to rescue her. Oh no! She was a warrior. She was the only child of King Harold and Queen 
Harris. They had everything they wanted except for what they most wanted: a child. So, when Anne 
was born, The greatest celebration ever held took place in the kingdom of Haroldton. Yeah, pretty 
derpy name, eh ? That's why when Anne was 2 years old, she asked her father to rename the king-
dom Charmington. Of course, he did it at once. 

  But, as time went by, it became clear that she was no brat despite being spoilt. She was as humble 
as she was kind, as wise as she was pretty. She was trained in warfare as per her own wish. You 
see, one day she said to her father, 

“Daddy, why do the princesses in my storybooks always sit in their castle sewing or attending royal 
dances? Why don’t they go out and fight in wars or help the poor people of the kingdom? Do prin-
cesses have to be like that?”

At which he replied “ nothing like that my child, you can be anything you want to be!”

“ Then daddy, can you teach me warfare?”

“Of course, darling”

So from that moment on she was trained to fight. She 
was trained to defend. She was taught everything 
a prince would have had to learn.

  In her free time Anne loved writing poetry and 
stories. She loved books so much she had 2 librar-
ies full of books where she would go and spend her 
time reading. One day, she vowed, “When I grow up, I am going to write a story 
about a princess. Not any princess, but a warrior princess.”

Now, you will just have to be happy imagining the happy life Anne led until she 
was 15. Because they would fill up 15 books!

But for now lets just fast forward to her 16th birthday.In Charmington, 
Children come of age at 16! So, on her 16th birthday, Anne, dressed in 
a beautiful burgundy gown, couldn’t even imagine the life changing 
events that would happen to her that day. 

The Warrior Princess As she was about to cut the cake, a messenger came into the hall, panting visibly. He stood up, 
attempted to speak, and swayed and fainted. Harold immediately picked up the message that now 
lay sprawled on the floor. It said

SOS! SOS! King Harold, This is my request for help. A giant dragon has been wreaking havoc in 
my kingdom. I know what a skilled warrior your daughter is. Please send her to my kingdom as half 
my subjects have been terrified nearly to death. 
Yours, 
Benjamin

Of course the king, like any other father, worried about his daughter’s safety. He asked her what she 
would do. Anne said:

“Father, allow me to go. I will capture it and bring it back to king Benjamin’s kingdom. He is like an 
uncle to me and i would be pleased to help him.”

Anne took her parents blessings, jumped on her horse and went on her way.  She travelled far and 
wide, stopping to rest at night and continuing her journey after a few hours. 

One day, in the forests near king Ben’s kingdom she found what looked like a giant violet snake 
scale. Anne knew she was close. 

As she travelled deeper into the forest, a smell of burnt meat reached her nostrils. She 
cautiously approached a clearing in the forest where she found a cave. She went into 

the cave and found a frightening yet strangely beautiful curled up dragon sleeping. 
She was a very kind girl and did not want to kill anything, even a man-eating dragon. 
She took the loooooooooooooooooong rope she had got with her and carefully tied it  
around the dragon's snout, so as to prevent it from breathing fire. She then took it 
back to king Benjamin’s kingdom. She received a lot of praise from everyone and 
went home 

Anne had many more adventures after that but, I’m afraid, we don’t have time for 
that right now. Until next time then!

Story

21 22

 Name: Aashritha Surya Prakash
Age: 10



of fun. But when Edmund tells his friends a 
story about the spookiest monster ever, it’s 
terrifying! The Boogler is hiding in the shad-
ows, his dirty hands dripping with slime and 
his nose dripping with snot; he’s waiting to 

Chock-full of colorful illustrations with just 
enough spookiness, this second installment 
of Edmund’s Adventures is full of gross-out 
humor that will spark laughter in children.
Learning about personal hygiene has 
never been so fun!

Jalena Dupree is a full-time mom and author.
Jalena wants to change the harmful narrative that boys don't read. Jalena writes 
fun, engaging stories that help kids create a lifelong love of reading.
Jalena pulls her story ideas from everyday life; her kids are often the protago-
nists.

imagination.

Jalena Dupree

The Boogler !
New Release
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Crops grow well on soil fertile,

But erosion makes it futile.

Soil becomes barren and dry

Yields nothing how much ever we try.

Nutrient rich topsoil is washed away,

Due to our negligence and careless way.

Many crops grow only on soil,

Then why should we let it spoil?

Trees hold the soil tight in the ground,

They make them rich and nicely browned.

Trees useful in more than ways one,

Let's plant more and not just one!!!

WHY SHOULD SOIL BE SPOILED?

Name: Pranshi Bansal
Age: 5.5 years

Name: Meghna Nair
Age: 9 yrs

Nabila Riyasat

Name: Akshita Gupta
Age:9

Creative Corner
Poem
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